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Electronic Health Record Systems

Due to the advancement in technology, most of the hospitals are aimed at using modern and advanced technology in offering care. Heath record systems (EHR) is one of the most critical technology within the healthcare facilities made to help improve care, reduce the time that patient take in a facility and in the long run improve the health outcomes (Wager, Lee & Glaser, 2017). Over the years, the HER system is being developed into different models to ensure that they are fit in any healthcare facility. Tracking down patients' long term history is essential when offering care and treatment to any patient. Therefore the EHR system helps provide more significant benefits in keeping patients' health records. 

The systems keep each patient's records independently, making it easy for any doctor or physician to access even in future dates. The system helps ensure that any patient who is visiting a health facility is not only diagnosed according to the current health issue but also a close view of historical diagnosis and treatments is made, and proper actions are taken. A good example is a patient with heart failure who visits the hospital this time around with a hand fracture. The health care facility allows the physician to access the previous record, which provides the state of the patient heart failure, and in line with the treatment of the hand fracture, heart failure medicines can be prescribed accordingly (Shickel, Tighe, Bihorac & Rashidi, 2017). EHR systems help reduce the health care facility's overall costs as well as enabling maintenance of quality care to all those who visit the facility. 

Research that I conducted indicates different types of EHR's are available for healthcare facilities to choose what best’s visits their respective facilities. Some of the mean key players include all scripts, clinical works, and Epic Systems. All these types of systems can be broadly classified as the Stand Alone and integration types of EHR systems. They are low costs systems that are majorly found in small hospitals (Jonnagaddala, Dai, Ray & Liaw, 2016). They can only save patient records on a small scale basis. They cannot be used in large healthcare facilities that have multiple branches of operation. 

The second category that is integrated systems are much more expensive and mostly bused in large healthcare facilities with multiple branches.  They usually allow for seamless connectivity among the marketing department and even the billing department (Shickel, Tighe, Bihorac & Rashidi, 2017). The connectivity allows precise recording of and updating the patient’s database to ensure that all current patient diagnosis and treatment activities are captured. 

These types of EHR systems can either be server-based or cloud-based. Different healthcare facilities have different preferences of the hosting for their systems that they require, especially according to their advancements in technology (Jonnagaddala, Dai, Ray & Liaw, 2016). After seceding to adopt an EHR system, we shall have to decide whether to use cloud-based or server-based services. 

Cloud-based EHR systems usually have the patient’s data stored on external servers and can be accessed using any device that has an internet connection. On the other hand, server-based EHR systems have their data stored within the facility on a personal server. 
The use of a cloud-based EHR system is easy to implement and helps in solving many of the hospital issues that any healthcare management may be much worried about when choosing the type of systems to have. On the other hand, a lot of money is usually spent when trying to install and implement the server, software, and hardware used in server-based EHR systems. Also, for server-based systems, the facility will require regular maintenance as well as closer monitoring by the local IT department (Jonnagaddala, Dai, Ray & Liaw, 2016). Cloud-based systems are usually already established by an SAAS provider; hence less cost is used during implementation.  

Since our hospital is non-profitable, we require the product for an NGO stand-alone EHR hence helping us maintain all our systems more sufficiently. However, since we shall one day expand to be a larger hospital or even have some branches, we shall have to expand our record maintaining systems to cater for the changes. The EHR system needs to be implemented step by step to ensure that it is able to capture all patients’ records. Later during expansion, we shall have a smooth transition from maybe the stand-alone type of system to the integration system hence capturing vast amounts of patient records. 
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